
Dear Paul 
 
I am writing to you to express my disappointment at the reinstatement of Jared O’Mara as a Labour MP and, 
moreover, about the apparent willingness of all Labour MPs to welcome him back to the party with open arms. Before 
formal news was released about Jared being reinstated, he boasted of how he was already back in the party fold: 
 
“ ‘I was welcomed back with open arms by so many Labour colleagues’ “ (Sheffield Star, 7/6/2018 
https://www.thestar.co.uk/news/i-ve-helped-thousands-of-people-controversial-sheffield-mp-jared-o-mara-speaks-for-t
he-first-time-in-months-on-first-anniversary-of-election-1-9197303) 
 
I am really struggling to reconcile this with the swift and ferocious condemnation of Toby Young by many Labour MPs, 
and particularly with regards to the letter written to the Prime Minister on 5th January 2018 by Angela Rayner and 
Dawn Butler. To borrow some phrasing from this letter: 
 

“Since the announcement, it has been widely reported that he has a history of homophobia, misogyny … [he] 
has since said that he is a supporter of women’s rights and LGBT rights, but his historic comments beg to 
differ. 
 
The virulence of his misogyny is disturbing; furthermore he has offered no apology for his remarks.” 
 

While Jared did offer an apology for some of his previous offensive comments (and let’s be entirely clear about this, he 
only offered an apology after he got found out for the sheer volume of horrific comments he made) he has continued to 
victim blame, lie to the press, and call his recent victims liars. He has never once acknowledged that treating domestic 
violence lightly in his song “I wish I were a misogynist I’d smash her in her face” was wrong - one woman in four is a 
victim of domestic violence in herlifetime, and in England & Wales two women a week are killed as a result of 
domestic violence. Jared’s indifference to this, and his ongoing refusal to acknowledge this, is sickening. Instead he 
makes a vague statement about his support for women - “ ‘I’ve fought for equality all my life, and that includes women 
- if you look at humanity as a whole, 51 or 52 per cent of people are women.’” (Sheffield Star, 7/6/2018, as above) - 
which makes it sound as though he might have accidentally helped some women, but who knows? It certainly doesn’t 
sound as though he has any care for, or understanding of, the specific problems that women face, nor for his role in 
taking these seriously. 
 
Furthermore, his recent victims have been offered no support or communication from the Labour Party since his 
suspension last October. Sophie Evans was asked to give a statement in October 2017, but heard nothing since then 
about how the investigation was continuing. That’s nine months with no contact. No one ever contacted other people 
who could corroborate her account of the evening, and it feels as though the whole process has been a sham from 
start to finish, with Jared being supported because of his political beliefs, and because of his support for the current 
Labour leadership (eg, by continuing to vote with the Labour Whip despite his suspension). Personally, I was never 
contacted by the Labour Party as part of the investigation into his behaviour; furthermore, I was never contacted to 
explain why my allegations against Jared were not considered, and I am left wondering why. This was an incident to 
which the Police were called at the time; I find it unbelievable that as a key member of the team at West Street Live, 
Jared was unaware that the Police had visited the premises in relation to an incident he was part of. But it seems that 
his denial is good enough, and that as a victim of his, I deserve no consideration. 
 
Perhaps the Labour Party just do not care about the way Sophie & I were mistreated by Jared in March 2017; 
perhaps, like so many others, they believe that women - and especially women who have been drinking - are 
responsible for the actions of the men around them; and perhaps they believe that it is fine for Jared O’Mara to lie in 
public as he did, for example, when he said “her friends atttacked me” 
(http://sybriefing.co.uk/2017/06/23/sheffield-hallam-mp-jared-omara-dismisses-allegations-misogyny-smear-attempt/) 
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as justification for his actions. Was Jared investigated for lying in public in an attempt to smear his victims while he 
was a sitting Labour MP? 
 
In the current climate, when the Labour Party actually had a chance to make a principled stand, to treat victims with 
respect, and to set themselves apart from other parties, it is upsetting that the whole process has been seemingly so 
shoddily conducted. In October 2017, a Labour Party spokesman said that “ ‘The Labour leader had made clear "this 
kind of abusive, misogynistic, sexist language is completely unacceptable and will not be tolerated in the Labour 
Party,’ "  (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-41750136). I - and many others - welcomed this as a sign that 
Labour would be taking such matters seriously; what, may I ask, has changed in the intervening months? What has 
prompted the Labour leader to decide that someone with a history of abusive, misogynistic, and sexist language is 
acceptable? 
 
Unfortunately, by continuing to stand with Jared O’Mara, and by refusing to pass comment on his behaviour, all 
Labour MPs are giving the impression that they care only about misogyny and homophobia when it comes from 
people who are not part of the left-wing establishment. It makes the whole Labour Party complicit in a culture of 
misogyny where mistreatment of women is only an issue if it can be used as a party political football, rather than as 
something that matters to the Labour Party as a whole. Jared speaks of having been on a “journey” and that he hopes 
his colleagues will see that he has “changed” 
(https://www.thestar.co.uk/our-towns-and-cities/sheffield/breaking-sheffield-mp-speaks-out-for-the-first-time-since-form
al-warning-1-9242742) - forgive me, but apart from being forced to apologise for his historic online abuse once he was 
found out, Jared has given no indication of having changed or learned at all. 
 
This issue is not about one incident; it is not about one man; it is in this instance about a pattern of behaviour that 
spreads across two decades, and the signal has been given that as long as your politics fit the mould, then you can 
behave as you will within the Labour Party. 
 
I should be grateful if you could pass on my comments about perceived hypocrisy to your colleagues who were so 
vocal in their condemnation of Toby Young. I am copying this letter to some of them but, as I do not live in their 
constituency, I have no expectation that they will respond. 
 
Yours, in distress at the state of the Labour Party, 
 
Liz Aspden 
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